His first owner sold him, believing he would never be able to accomplish anything in the Quarter Horse world. None of this affected my opinion of him. Scout and I slowly began to understand each other, and the more we practiced the more it seemed he could read 

His first owner sold him, believing he would never be able to accomplish anything in the Quarter Horse world. None of this affected my opinion of him. Scout and I slowly began to understand each other, and the more we practiced the more it seemed he could read my mind. As riding is an ultimate team sport, in which the rider and horse must respond to each other's slightest movements, our strong relationship helped us to succeed. Our relationship allowed us to move in complete unison, as if we were meant to be together. We began placing well at horse shows, and our accomplishments attracted attention from those who before had little faith in either of us. As I became more aware of our ability as a team my determination only increased. When it came time for Youth World, I was committed to doing well in order to prove to myself and those around me that despite our imperfections we would be able to succeed.

I soar over my first jump. Clean. I pull Scout over, and after a sharp left turn we gallop to the second obstacle. I hear my trainer and friends screaming from the stands. “Hands up!.” “Don’t pull back!” I am deeply concentrated on my horse, and pay little attention to their advice. I come to the last obstacle. I am so excited to have reached the end with such great speed, that I misjudge my distance and unfortunately hit the final pole. Disappointed, I glance up at the timer and notice that my time is only 34.75 seconds-- much faster than those competing against me-- allowing Scout and I to place fourth in the world! Despite our mistake, Scout and I had achieved our goal. Our success was not defined by how well Scout moved or how scared I had been before entering the ring, but by the determination and drive that distinguished our relationship and allowed us to compensate for each other’s limitations. Our partnership allowed us to go against all odds and achieve what others deemed impossible for us. Scout was the horse that everyone believed to be too awkward for jumping, and I was the girl that was always too scared to compete in such a daring event. Our bond and my determination allowed us to surpass expectations, and succeed in a way that no one thought possible.

I have always felt that if provided with enough determination, anything can be accomplished. This moment at Youth World, however, allowed me to fully embrace this philosophy. I now push myself to apply this determination to everything I do. I take the classes that are “too difficult”, and jump the obstacles that are “too high.” My relationship with Scout helped me to overcome my fear. It taught me to push myself in every way possible. It let me understand that perfection is not necessary for achievement, and most importantly, this experience allowed me to realize that I have the drive and determination needed for success.
